975 


916 
* 


/ 


i 
4 
. 


_— 


An Inquiry how we ſhould receive Evil at 
the Hand of God, and upon what Grounds 
it ſhould be ſo received. 
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HEN you requeſted my Aſſiſtance 
under the weight of that Stroke 
you lately ſuſtained, I had not a 
Thought of any thing beyond giving you a 
little Reſpite from your ſtated Work, for 
which the Wound you had received might 
be ſuppoſed in ſome meaſure for the preſent 
to disfit you: and to ſuggeſt a few of thoſe 
Thoughts which your own Mind, aided by 
the Word and Spirit of God, would have 
helped you to in a greater Abundance, had it 
been at liberty. But, tho' I have gone 4eyond 
my Intention in making this Diſcourſe ſo pub- 
lick, it will be altogether within it, if it mi: 
niſter any Conſolation and Calm to your own 
Mind, when you have it to Review; or if it 
be aſſiſting of any other into whoſe hands it 
may fall, towards their regarding a Providence | 
more, and comporting better with the Diſcip- 


line of it, when they are under it. 


Ll 
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[ iv : 
The Diſcourſe itſelf is entirely grounded on 
the Doctrine of a ſpecial and particular Pro- 
vidence, which appears to me at the ve 
Foundation of all rational Repoſe of Mind, 
and eſſential to all Improvements by any Diss 
penſations we are under. And it is a very con- 
ſiderable Confirmation of the Concurrence 
of Reaſon with this Doctrine of Reve- 
lation, that whatever Men looſely throw 
out for the ſtumbling of others, for the diſ- 
playing their own Parts, or for the diſenga- 
ging their Minds from the natural hold that 
Religion hath of them, they nevertheleſs 
undeſignedly atteſt this Doctrine their 
Practice. May not every one be ſuppoſed 
more ſecretly or openly to pray under Trouble? 
If fo, what is the Language of Prayer at ſuch 
of Seaſon ? Can it be leſs than this, That the 
« particular Evil is from God, and that Deli- 
cc verance from it, and Support under it, 
« muſt come from him ?” Nothing can be 
more vain and abſurd than to addreſs him 
under Pains of Body or Mind, if Events 
would be juſt the ſame whether we prayed 
or not : but ſo they would be, were there not 
a divine Superintendency, Afiiſtance, and In- 
terpoſition, reſpecting the Circumſtances of In- 
dividuals. Prayer under ſuch a Circumſtance 
of Diſtreſs is a rational Act, only upon the 
Suppoſition that a ſpecial Interpoſition may be 
expected, to render the Iſſues very different 
from what they would otherwiſe be. 
You have, Sir, been ſent to religious Prins | 
ciples, and the Power of your own F _ in 
them 


LEE 

them and Influence from them hath been try'd, 

by your late Exerciſe. Providence hath called 
you, in a Senſe, to enter a Grave, by taking 
away a Part of yourſelf. A Child, towards 
whom the workings of the Parental Affection, 

tho ſomewhat ſtrong, might be juſtified, 
from the endearing Qualities which by Nature 

and Religion ſhe poſſeſt. I pretend not to be 
your Inſtructor, only your Remembrancer 
upon this Occaſion. Vou have now one leſs 
Attachment to Earth, and one more attractive 
to Heaven: and it by the weakning of your 
Alliance to this World, which under all our 
Weanings is apt to grow too ſtrong, your 
Alliance to the other is but ſtrengthned both 
from heavenly Qualities and Deſires, I am per- 

ſuaded you will look upon this Thorn as yield- 
ing the moſt defirable Fruit. God hath not 
thought fit to exempt the beſt from Evil, nor 
indeed is Goodneſs ſo perfect in any as to ren- 
der it unneceſſary: Souls molt truly born from 
above, and tending thither, from their Fami- 
liarity with preſent Enjoyments and their ſuit- 
ableneſs to their Senſes, contract a Fondneſs 
inſenſibly from them; which, together with 
a natural Fear of Death, renders the leavin 

this World painful. How helpful then to 
. ſuch are Sufferings, which naturally looſens 
them from this World, and, under their pre- 
_ vailing Hopes, promotes their friendly Thoughts 
of Death! Doubtleſs, the heavenly Felicity, 
when believed as it is by the true Chriſtian, 
hath enough in itſelf to allure and efigroſs the 


heart, 


1 

heart, were it not for Counter- Attractions from 
Senſe. When ſenſible Objects then are eclip- 
ſed, as they are by Sufferings, ſuperior Ob- 
jects have more Power and Luſtre, and nothin 
is more natural than for the heavenly Mind, 
at ſuch a Time to turn to them, and to feel 
a more ſenfible Influence from them. 

May that God who hath ſent you this Evil, 
ſanctify it to you and yours in theſe ways; 
and thus convert it into good. May the di- 
vine Conſolations that are not ſmall, help you 
to ſuſtain this and every other Trial in ſuch 
a manner, as to render you more helpful and 
exemplary to others under the like Circum- 
ſtances: and by the encreaſing Wiſdom, Piety, 
and Goodneſs of your ſurviving Offspring, 

may you find your Loſs continually making 
up. Theſe are the ſincere Requeſts of, 
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Hand of God, and ſpall we not 


receive Evil 8 


H AT a Bleſſing is Religion to 
every particular Perſon as well as 
to Society, where it is the Com- 
plection and Frame of the Mind, 
and hath the Power of a Principle! How great 


are its Conqueſts over Sin and the World! How 


raceful its Behaviour under every Condition of 
Life! What a Greatneſs of Mind doth it inſpire 
thro* the general Courſe! What Refreſhments and 
Conſolations doth it yield in the Night of Af. 
fliction, or under the Defeats of human Expecta- 
tion ! It hath a Grandeur peculiar to itſelf; if it 


doth not find, it will make a Soul great and 


happy too, where it hath power enough to go- 
vern, by ſupporting the Mind under, or raifing 
it above thoſe changes of Circumſtance, which are 
often too hard for Humanity, and which baffle 

every other Remedy. | 
There is ſcarce any imaginary Picture that 
the Heathens have drawn upon their Schemes of 
Virtue, and their Rules for making a great Man, 
that exceeds the Behaviour of the Hero in this 
Book, acting upon the Principles of true Religion. 
What they have deſcribed upon their fanciful 
Schemes, Job really was: and indeed, all other 
Princi- 


Principles, beſides thoſe by which he was ſupported 
under his Trials, are either very defective, uſeleſs, 
or do but encreaſe the Load. 

Fob, as the Hiſtory ſhews, had had a Suc- 
ceſſion of ſore Trials: and to crown all the reſt, 
one in the neareſt Relation to himſelf moſt cruelly 
inſults him under his Sufferings, upbraiding him 
for his Religion, and prompting him to blaſ- 
pheme his Maker, as the way to put an end 
to his Troubles, ver. 9. Then ſaid his Wife to bim, 
doſt thou ſtill retain thy Integrity! Curſe God and 


die. Which is as if ſhe had ſaid, © Thou haſt 


been a very great Zealot in Religion ; but ſee, 


what haſt thou got by it? What are the Fruits 


<« of }thy Piety ? What is the Reward of all thy 
« Sacrifices and Services? only to be as miſckable 


« as thou canſt be. Is this a God to be loved? 


Is his a Service to be perſiſted in? Renounce 
&. both, and by ſome bold Blaſphemy provoke him 
„% to put an end to thy Life and thy Sufferings 
c at once, rather than by thine unprofitable 
“ Religion and Patience to prolong thy Life 
* and thy Miſeries too.” Job having firſt, ex- 


1 


preſſed his Abhorrence of ſuch Counſel as the 


Language of Prophaneneſs, with great Decency, 


Reaſon, and Strength, replies to this Propoſal in 
the Words of the Text, bat] ſball we receive 


Good at the Hand of God, and ſhall we not receive 
Evil? The Reaſoning is very ſtrong, and the 


Principle on which it is founded is truly reli- 


gious. The Words may be taken in two views, 
and contain two diſtinct Appeals or Arguments: 
namely, Is it not reaſonable to expect Evil at the 


Hand of God as well as Good? And, is it not 


reaſonable that we ſhould bear the Evil when he 
ſends it ? I would offer ſomething to be conſidered 
under each of theſe. 


| [ 9 ] 

] | 1. Is it not reaſonable to expect Evil at the 
5 t Hand of God as well as Good? as if he had ſaid, 
| % Can you or I imagine we ſhould paſs thro? the 
955 | « World and not rneet with Evil, or that God in 
> | <« the courſe of his Providence ſhould always ſmile, 
/ | c and never appoint us a bitter Cup? Have we any 
1 [| « Reaſon to hope for a particular Exemption, that 
d 


« we ſhould be aſtoniſhed and thrown out of the 
« Poſſeſſion of ourſclves, when it is ſent?” Natu- 


, ' ral Good and Evil being contraries, ſome of old | 
a 3 imagined they could not proceed from one and the | 
E ame Cauſe or Hand: that the ſame Being could 
5 ; not beſtow Bleſſings and ſend Afflictions, fince the 
'S latter appeared inconſiſtent with Goodneſs, To ſolve - | 
y this Difficulty they invented a Notion of two firſt "a0 
* Principles or Cauſes, the one the Cauſe of all Gd, ö 
2 the other of all Evil: which, in truth, inſtead of 
C helping them over this Difficulty, involved them 8 
N in much greater. By the ineſtimable Bleſſing of a | 
'S Revelation, we are enabled to account for the Good 
e E and Evil of this Life in a more-confiſtent Manner, | 
e namely, as coming both from the one God. We are 2 
11 | aflured, he is the Lord, and there is none elſe; there 
2 1 18 no ackis firſt: Principle and Cauſe : He forms the 
8 Light and he creates Darkneſs: He makes Peace, 
n F and he creates Evil: He, the Lord, doth all thoſe 
4 I things . From the fuller Aſſurances that we have 
e 3 by the Goſpel of Jeſus of a future State, where Vir- 
= 3 tue and Vice ſhall receive their proper Recompen- 
b- q ces, we can eaſily reconcile Afﬀictions with perfect 
8, 7 Goodneſs, and are ſatisfied they may come even from 
5 our veavenly Father. And if they may come from 
Ie 1 him, our preſent Situation and Circumſtances tell 

ö us, that it is moſt reaſonable to expelt them, as well 
1C 3 as what we ſtile good Things: For, 
I Our Experience tells us that the preſent Conſti- 

4 tution of thipgs is a mixture of Good and Evil: as 
I. Jah xlr. 5. 6. 


none 


none are entirely deſtitute of Comforts, ſo nor are 
there any entirely exempted from Troubles: It is 
the State of Humanity to be checquer'd ; ſo Wiſe- 
Goodneſs hath ordered it. Man in his preſent State 
is born to Trouble *. Thorns and Thiſtles will 
ſpring up and pierce us: We bring that into the 
World with us which makes Sufferings natural, and 
from our Alliances and ſocial Relations we may ex- 
pect much of that kind. There is indeed a variety 
in the Mixture ; the Cup of Life is not equally 
bitter, nor the Paſſage equally thorny to all; but 
whatever happy Ignorance any may boaſt of as to 
particular Evils, the Decree of Death lies againſt 
all, and our ſtrongeſt Affections, our beſt Aſſiſt- 
ances, and moſt fervent Prayers cannot prevent the 
Execution, either as to ourſelves, or thoſe as dear 
to us as our own Souls F. Now if this is the State 
of Mankind in general, if this is the Complection 
of the preſent World, what ground have any to 
hope for an Exemption, or to imagine that God 
will in this Senſe reſpect their Perſons? whilſt, 

whatever may be their Degree of Goodneſs, they can 
plead no higher an Original than others, and muſt 
plead Guilty to the ſame general Charge, of having 
the Marks of Apoſtacy and Offenders upon them. 
What Merit or Privilege can we plead, that would 
juſtify us in a Petition to God, That ours might 
be an excepted Caſe ?” Since Troubles are the Lot 
of the very beſt, and the Law is in Force that all 
ſhall die, we could not with any Decency pray, that 
our Comforts may never be eclipſed, that our Sun 
might never ſet, nor any Bitterneſs be daſned in our 
Cup. Now certainly, we can never indulge an Ex- 
pectation, which we ourſelves could not bear, when 
formed into a Petition: to God. : 

Again: It is moſt reaſonable to expert Evil at 
the Eland of God as well as good, ſince that as well 


* Jeby. 7: | + Plalm alix. 7, 9. 


\ 


E 


, 
* 


AQ. 


1 


as good is the Inſtrument of his Diſcipline. Our 
preſent State being a State of Government, our all- 
wiſe and righteous Governor may be expected to 
ſuit his Means to the Nature of the Beings that he 
governs, and to his own ultimate View which is 
our Happineſs. Our own Experience aſſures us, 
that the more ſevere Diſpenſations of his Providence 


are neceſſary to recover us from the Stupidity, Care- 


leſſneſs, and Trifling, into which we too naturally 


ſink under continued Proſperity; we are too apt 
to leave our Guide, and loſe our Way; and theſe 


Evils are uſeful and neceſſary to reclaim us *. They 
rouſe the becalmed Mind, they bring the vain Mind 
to a Steadineſs and to dwell at home; they detect 
the falſe tho? pleaſing Luſtre of preſent Things 
they undeceive the deluded Mind, and divorce the 
Soul from its enſnaring Idols. None are ſo good 
but they ſtand in need of them, both for the recti- 
fying of inward Diſorders, and the maintenance 
of their Goodnels ; the vitious require them; ſince 
if they are reclaimed, it 1s generally by ſuch Diſ- 
cipline; and very ſeldom do any other Means pre- 
vail where theſe prove ineffectual. Now if we are 
here under Government, and Diſcipline is a Branch 
of Government, and our own Minds and State re- 


quire it, we mult expect to meet with Evil as well 


as Good, as long as the Governor of the World is 
both Wiſe and Good, or whilft we are the Objects 
of our heavenly Father's Care. Alas! Man in his 


| preſent Circumſtances, and with his preſent Diſpo- 


ſitions, can no more bear a conſtant Sun-ſhine of 
one kind, than the Earth can of another. We have 
all much in us that needs to be corrected; there is 
a great deal of Droſs to be taken away; the beſt 
are prone from long Indulgence to grow ſecure, to 
forget the God from whom they receive, and of 
whom they hold their Good. Nothing, oftentimes, 
* Pialm cxix. 67. | | 

2 i -4 but 


E12 
but the ſadning of the Heart will make it good, or 
keep it ſo; nothing but Suffering will convince of 
the Vanity and Inſufficiency of preſent Good, how- 
ever loudly the Word of God atteſts it, however 
ſtrongly the Experience of all in every Age con- 
firms it. We Chriſtians are taught to ſay, that if 
God love us, he will, as Occaſion requires, cor- 
rect us; that his very Diſcipline is the Means that 
his Aﬀection makes uſe of to accompliſh its own 
Ends; and therein we are plainly bid to expect ite. 
Our Intereſt in his fatherly Love 1s no Security that ; 
he will not, but an Argument to expect that he will, 
viſit us with Sufferings ; that Evil, or what we 
-may term Severity, ſhall be uſed, as the Means of 
his Government, and of anſwering his primary 
Intentions, which are the Improvement of our 
Graces, and the Cure of our remaining Corrup- 
tions. But I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak of this in 
another View, andanother Head. To ſum up what 
hath been ſaid under this Head: We muſt expect 
our Good in this Life will be mixed with Evil, 
ſince that is the divine Conſtitution and Settlement, 
and fince the Severity of Diſcipline is a neceſſary 
Method of Government, in order to ſecure the 
principal Intentions of the all-wiſe Ruler. 
II. Theſe Words may be conſidered in another 
View, and containing another Argument reſpecting 
natural Evils or Sufferings; namely, when they are 
actually ſent. And they may agreeably thereto be 
thus read, Is it not Decent and Dutiful ſince we 
e receive Good from the Hand of God, that we 
* ſhould bear the Evil, which he is pleaſed to 
&« ſend.” Thus they reſpect our Behaviour under 
Troubles, or the manner of our bearing the Evil 
which comes from the Hand of God. Now in 
this View of the Words, I would endeavour to 
mew, How we ſhould receive or bear Evil from 
* Heb. Kii. 6. | 
RE | the 
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the Divine Hand; and then offer ſome Reaſons to 


engage us to ſuch a Behaviour under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances. Let us conſider then — 1, How, or in 
what manner we ſhould receive Evil at the Hand 
of God. In Anſwer to this Inquiry I would obſerve, 

I. It ſhould be with the ſame honourable and be- 


comi ing Thoughts of God, as when we receive Good 


from him. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the ſame 


Affections of the Mind will be raiſed or felt, in 


the one Caſe as in the other: Good will excite Joy 
and Evil will as naturally produce Sorrow: the one 
will lead to Gratitude and actual Praiſe ; the other, 
except in Caſes of very advanced Piety, will lead 
only to Humiliatigns, and to thoſe Affections 
which Puniſhment or Diſcipline may excite z and 


it is very happy where theſe are the Effects. But 
ſtill there may and there ought to be the ſame 


Apprehenſions of God in one Circumſtance as 


in the other, in reſpect of his Wiſdom, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Goodneſs: Troubles ſhould make no 


Alteration in our Sentiments of the Divine Being, 
nor any Abatement of our Reverence, Eſtima- 
tion, or Love. There ſhould be no Impeach- 
ments of him, no not in the Heart, as leſs per- 
fect, amiable, or kind, whatever we receive from 
him. In every Circumſtance; and under every 


Diſpenſation, it is meet to be {aid unto God, thou 


art righteous in all thy Ways, and holy in all thy 


Works * Since he is the ſame in all, our Senti- 


ments of him ſhould be the ſame ; tho? , for Rea- 
ſons only known to himſelf, he ſhould exchange the 


Scene from Good to Evil. Hard Thoughts of God 


can never be juſtified ; ſuch ours are, When we re- 
preſent him taking a Delight in the Miſery of his 
Creatures, or willingly and arbitrarily grieving the 


Children of Men: All Suſpicions of the Faithful- 


neſs of his Conduct; all Jealouſtcs of his Tenne. 


* Pſalm cxlv. 17. 
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neſs; all Surmiſes of his neglecting or diſregarding 
his Servants from the continuance of Evil, are un- 
becoming and unjuſt. His is an unchangeable 
Rectitude of Nature, whatever Aſpect his Provi- 
dences bear, or whatever be our Reſentments of 
them. His Diſpenſations are equally conducted 
by all his Perfections, however any of them may 
appear to us to be the Effects of ſome only, to the 
excluſion of the reſt. Thus for Inſtance, his Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, are as much 
concerned in the Evils that he ſends, as his Power 
is. From his being perfectly Wiſe and Good, he 
muſt be unchangeably ſo: and if he is equally fo 
in the Diſpenſations of Evil as in thoſe of Good, 
our Apprehenſions and Eſteem of him ought to be 
as high and honourable under one Circumſtance as 
another. It may at firſt ſight appear an inimitable 
Piety in Job, that he could Zle/s God when he had 
ſtripped him of fo many and ſuch defirable Bleſ- 
fings . But I apprehend there is no more in that 
Expreſſion, than what may, and in ſome good 
Meaſure ought to be exemplified in us, under 
like Circumſtances. I think he only thereby de- 
clares, that his Thoughts of God were at that time 
as high and honourable as ever; that he was ready 
to acknowlege his Righteouſneſs, Mercy, Wiſdom, 
Truth, and Love under all; he was then diſpoſed, 
as well as at any other time, to aſcribe theſe to his 
Maker, and to give him the Glory of them. 
<« Amidit all that I ſuſtain, thou art perfectly good 
< and gracious, O Lord!” Theſe Sentiments are 
the very Spring of all that Submiſſion, Patience, and 
Meekneſs, which are enjoyned us under Trials; 
and whilſt we retain becoming Thoughts of God, 
thoſe Graces will be in ſome Degree exerciſed, but 
not otherwiſe. Whatever therefore we find of a 
- contrary Nature, we ſhould always eſteem an inju- 
| * Jobi, 21. 1 | 
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rious Reflection on Almighty God, and s it 
for his Honour and our own Benefit, in its very 
firſt riſe 

II. We ſhould perſevere i in our Chriſtian Courſe 
of Service and Duty, with the ſame Steadineſs, 
Zeal, and Pleaſure, as if we had received no Exil. 
In this Manner ſhould we receive it. An afflictive 
Event may at firſt ſo ruffle and unhinge the Mind; 
as to render it incapable of applying either to civil: 


or religious Affairs: the ſurprize of the thing, or 
ſome peculiar Circumſtances belonging to the Caſe, 


may overwhelm the Mind before Reaſon or Reli- 
gion can come in with its Succours; or, before we 
are aware, it may diſable us for turning the Thoughts 


E for-a time to any thing but itſelf, whilſt the Poſture 


of the Mind, and the Affection of the Heart is ſtill 


the ſame towards God and Religion. This is an 


Infirmity in our Frame, which we may promiſe 
ourſelves the Divine Compaſſion will allow for. 
But, we receive not Evil from the Hand of God 
as we ought, when thereupon we grow. weary of 
Duty and throw it up: When in diſguſt at Provi- 
dence we ſay with ſome of old, what Profit is it 
to ſerve God, or why ſhould we wait upon him 
any longer? To this Fob was immediately ſolli- 
cited: namely, to throw aſide his Regard of God, 

and inſtead of continuing with him, to renounce 
the very Profeſſion of his Service; he was urged 
to make his Troubles an Occaſion of breaking with 


God, and of taking an Offence againſt Religion. 
We ſhould carefully beware of ſuch a Sollicitation 


and Influence from our own Paſſions, under the 
Evils which God at any time ſends us. However 
the firſs Approach, or the Surpriſe of Evil may 
disfit us for the Duties of our Station, or for the- 
more immediate Service of God, we ſhould engage 
our beſt Endeavours that the Mind may not be 


| long uniuned, nor the Heart in the leaſt alienated and 
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divorced from God. It is a wretched Interpretation 
and perverting of things, to conclude from our 
Troubles, that our Prayers, Services, and Obedi- 
ence are all vain, and from thence to grow weary. 
There can be no Shadow of Reaſon for this, un- 
leſs we could produce any Aſſurance, or Encou- 
ragement from God to believe, that our Prayers 
ſhould exempt us from Troubles; but for this, there 
is not the leaſt Ground, nor, were it ſo, could 
any who know themſelves eſteem it an Advan- 
tage. Some Evils from their very Nature may 
incapacitate us for ſome Branches of Duty; as, 
where from a plentiful Circumſtance there is a re- 
duction to Straits, there can be no Charity, Sc. 
Such Duties are not required of us under theſe 
Circumſtances. But, no Evils however ſore and 
ſevere ſhould abate our Affection to the Divine 
Service, or, thro? an Indulgence to Paſſion, abſo- 
lutely diſqualify us for the Offices of Devotion, or 
the Duties of our Station: No, nor ſhould they 
prevail upon us to fly to ſinful Methods for their 
removal, or for our becoming inſenſible of them. 
Whatever they be, there can be no Plea for this; 

nor are any ſuch Methods a better Cure, than Mad- 
neſs is a Cure of Melancholy. Trials ſhould make 
no Alteration in our Behaviour towards God; unleſs 
to amend it, by quickning us in his Ways, and 
leading us to a more frequent Converſe with him- 
ſelf. We ſhould keep on our way, whatever we 
meet with in it ; where our Duties are {till the ſame, 
our Behaviour ſhould be the ſame ; when the ſame 
Events depend on our Zeal and Conſtancy, they 
muſt be equally required, under Evil as under 
Good. And indeed our Acquaintance with Reli- 
gion muſt be very ſlender, our Advantages from it 
muſt be next to nothing, if our Affections to it 
ebb and flow with the Changes of preſent Circum- 


- 
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7 
III. We ſhould maintain a Diſpoſition: for the 
nobler Exerciſes of Religion, be our ſhare of Evil 
whatever it will. Amongft theſe I place Gratitude 
and Thankfulnefſs. Where there is any inward 
Senſe of God, or Impreſſions from his Grace and 


Spirit, Trials will naturally lead us to humble 
ourſelves. under his Hand, and to. ſupplicate for 


Bleflings ſuited to the Circumſtance. But fince 
there 1s no State wherein we have not abundant 


Matter for Gratitude and Praiſe, no Degree of Evil 
ſhould gain that Aſcendancy over our Minds, as to 


ſwallow up this more perfect Act of Homage; or 
obſcure the Evidences of our Obligation to it “. 


I cannot but eſteem it of very pernicious Conſequence, to 
ſtrain the Precepts of the Goſpel beyond the Model of human 
Nature; as it is rivetting the Prejudices of the Diſaffected, and 
diſcouraging the Hearts of the Sincere : for in Truth, it is at 
once declaring them unreaſonable and impracticable. This I 
apprehend ſome modern Perſectioniſts have done, who tell us, 
That we muſt make it a Rule to ourfelves, To thank and praiſe 


God for every ring that happens to us, and expreſly for Cala- 


mities. I acknowledge, that every natural Evil we meet with 
may work for our higheft Good: this Effect is directly the 
Matter of Thankfulnefs ; yea the Evil itſelf, wwher it hath A nom 
duced ſuch an Effect becomes a Good, and, in reſpe& of its 
Conſequence, may itſelf be the Subject of Gratitude. But if I 
miſtake not, the preceding Rule carries the Matter much far- 
ther, and requires the Exerciſe of Thankfulneſs ab/o/utely for, 


and immediately on the Account of every Calamity and Loſs. 


This ſeems directly repugnant to the Nature of Things, and is 
founded on Suppoſitions moſt untrue; namely, That natural 
Evil in itſelf is natural Good; That Pain in itſelf is Pleaſure; 
That Loſs in itſelf is Profit; That Afflictions are not grievous, 
but joyous; and, That we are required to diveſt ourſelves of, 
or to belye the very Senſations of Nature, in order to be Reli- 
gious. Thankfulneſs anſwers no better to Calamities, confi- 
dered in themſelves, than Lamentation and Mourning anſwers 
to Profperity : the Terms bear no Relation to each other; and 
where there is no Relation or Agreement, there can be no Rea- 
fon ; where there is no Reaſon, there can be no Obligation. 
There are ſufficient Reaſons for Submiſion and Refignation 
under the Frowns of Providence, for the braring patiently _ 
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1 ſhall preſently have Occaſion to obſerve, that be 
our Circumſtances what they will for Loſs and 


Suffering, there is ſtill a very conſiderable Degree 
of Good continued; and therefore ſhall not inſiſt 
on that here: it ſhall ſuffice to obſerve in this Place, 
that tho? God ſhould recall much of what he hath 
given, beyond all poſſibility of Recovery, yet ſtill 
Thankfulneſs is due for paſt Enjoyment : there is 
a great deal of Goodneſs in continuing thoſe Bleſſings 


to us, whilſt we did enjoy them, and in proportion 


to the Comfort and Happineſs they miniſtred whilſt 
they were ſpared, Its true, the Pain upon their 


Removal will be in proportion to the Pleaſure they 


yielded whilſt continued; but ſince the ceaſing of a 
Favour is no Injury, ſince it will ever be true that 


God thinks fit to lay upon us: but, to talk of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs for Calamities, abſolutely, as if that was the Diſ- 


' Poſition that anſwered to them, and was expected for them, is 


in my Apprehenſion very near a-kin to the old Rant, when 
Men andertook to perſuade themſelves and one another, that 
they had no Senſes — It may be ſaid, that the Goſpel requires 
us to give Thanks always, for all Things, and in every Thing. 
It is very true: but all that I can ſee in thoſe Precepts is, That 
we ſhould upon all Occaſions, and ander every Circumſtance 
maintain a grateful Diſpoſition, and acknowledge the Inſtances 
of God's Goodneſs towards us ; of which, whatever be our 
Lot, we have a conſiderable remainder. But ſurely, it is a 
Senſe the Goſpel never deſigned to give, that, when we have 


loſt moſt valuable Relatives, or are thrown from one extreme 


of Circumſtance to another, we ſhould make thoſe very Ar- 
ticles the abſolute Subject of Thankfulneſs. We are /ex/ible 
Agents as well as rational ones ; and thereforg can never be 
indifferent to Happineſs tho? of a lower kind; and it the Goſpel 
is a Rule of Life to us, it muſt conſider us as we are; and cer- 
tainly we muſt be different Creatures from what we are, before 
natural Pains can give Pleaſure, or natural 'Troubles give Joy : 
this I think they muſt do, before they are abſolutely the Sub- 
jects of Thankfulneſs. What Degree of Diſpaſſionateneſs ſome 
may be born with, or bring themſelves to, I pretend not to 
lay : but this I will venture to ſay, That to i — the Goſpel 
as requiring the Exerciſe of the ſame Affections for Evil as for 


Good, is actually to found Chriſtianity upon the Deftruftion 


of Humanity, and to deſtroy the natural relation of . | 
NE ; | they 


— 


[ 19 ] 
they have derived Happineſs to us, and that we 
ſhall always from thence have Reaſon for Thank- 
fulneſs, ſo our Sufferings from the Divine Hand 
ſhould not impair, much leſs extinguiſh a thankful 
Diſpoſition, nor disfit us for that noble and excellent 
Branch of Worſhip; and for the ſame Reaſon 
our earthly Diſappointments ſhould never ſwallow 
up our Hopes of eternal Life. This Proſpe&t 
ſhould keep our Gratitude alive, when earthly 
Comforts are dying from us, or when we are dying 
from them. In theſe ways ſhould Evil be re- 
ceived from the Hand of God, when actually 
ſent; and by theſe Means ſhall we behave be- 
coming ourſelves, abate much of the weight of our 
Troubles, and act moſt ſuitably to the Hand that 


appoints and diſpoſes our Lot — I proceed 


II. To give the Force of Job's Reaſoning in the 
Text, and to evidence the Strength of his Appeal. 
To this end I would ſuggeſt the following things: 

I. It is the ſame God who ſends the Evil, that 
ſends the Good, I am ſpeaking of Evils which 
may properly and ſtrictly be termed Providential; 
thoſe which may be ſtiled God's Will and God's 
Doings : for in truth, Men by their own Folly and 
Vices diverſity their Circumſtances far beyond what 


Providence ordains. Now, let it be conſidered ; 
our Troubles come from the ſame Hand, from 


whence our Bleſſings flow, As to thoſe Evils 
which we ſtile accidental or natural, we may fay, 
there are none in a City or a Family which the 
Lord hath not done *. For no ſecond Cauſes have 
any Power or Influence in reſpect of an Event, 
but by the Permiſſion of and in Subordination to 
the Firſt. Under the Conviction of this Truth, 
tho? it were the Sabeans and the Chaldeans that de- 
ſtroyed Job's Subſtance, tho* it was a Tempeſt 
that bereaved him of his Habitation and Children, 
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yet he carries his Eye and Thoughts beyond all 
theſe, and even to that Providence, by the Di- 
rection and Appointment of which the Enemy 


and the Elements had thus reduced him. The 


Lord, ſaith he, hath taken away. The Poſſeſſion 
and Continuance of our Bleſſings are from his un- 
merited Bounty and pure Goodneſs, and therefore 
the removal of them muſt be at his Pleafure, His 
our Enjoyments were originally; their Number 
and Quality is from him: His therefore is the 
right of Diſpoſal ; if he recall them, he takes but 
his own, for they can be ours only by Permiſſion 
and during Pleaſure. This was Job's compoſing 
Fire 59 anpy 3 The /ame Lord that gave hath taken 
away *; He makes that Reflection upon the Loſs 


of his Children, and it is as if he had ſaid; „The 


“ Pleaſure and Happineſs of the parental Re- 
e Jation was at firſt from God, and 1 rejoiced 
<«< therein as long as he who made me a Parent 
« fiw fit. His Gift my Children were at firſt, 
* His they continued to be whilſt I could call 
& them mine. It is not for me therefore to con- 
© tend or diſpute with him, tho* he hath be- 
cc, reaved me of them, ſince therein he hath but 
5 difpoſed of his own.” And who are we? What 
is our Title to our Bleſſings that the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth ſhould have no Right to touch 
them? What Exemption from his Jurifdiction can 
we pretend to? What Shadow of Ground have 
we to arraign the Almighty, or to diſpute So- 
vereignty and Authority with him? — Again, 
it is not only the ſame God who ſends the Evil 
that ſends the Good, but, that God 1s the ſame in 
himſelf under Diſpenſations of both kinds — His 
Compaſſion, Goodneſs, and kind Intentions towards 
his Creatures are the ſame ; and therefore the Evils 


he ſends may come upon as kind an Errand as the 
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Good may do. Should they be as a Puniſhment for 
our Sins; ſurely it is Compaſſion to bring us to 
our Senſes and our Duty by a bitter Sorrow; eſpe- 
cially, which is too often the Caſe, when the De- 
ſigns of his Mercies have been defeated, and they 


have worked contrary to his Intention He is 
the ſame in himſelf alſo as to Wiſdom; and from 
thence we muſt expect he will vary his Methods 
according to the Deſigns he would bring about, 
and according to the Difference in our Spirits and 
Behaviour. In ſhort, his perfect Rectitude equally 
runs thro' every Diſpenſation, and all of them are 


equally conducted thereby. All our Bleſſings then 


being originally the Divine Gift, and continued 


to us, whilſt they laſt, thro? the Divine Indulgence; 


if that God remove them he doth us no wrong. 


If we conſider him as the Almighty God, we muſt 


ſee the Folly of contending with him: if we con- 
ſider him as our Heavenly Father, we muſt ſee the 
Diſingenuity of diſtruſting him. In the Caſe of 
Trials and Troubles therefore, Submiſſion is the only 
way of reaſoning between a Creature and its Maker. 

II. The beſt muſt acknowledge they have de- 
ſerved the Evil they receive, and have forfeited the 
Good, and therefore ſhould behave under Evil with 


great Meekneſs and Submiſſion. Our Enjoyments 


are not only not merited, but contrary to Deſert ; 
and if amidſt many of them God recalls ſome, 
whilſt we are conſcious of many Offences, how un- 
Juſt and abſurd is Complaint and Cenſure ? It is cer- 
tain, temporal Bleſſings and natural Evils are not 
always proportioned to the Moral Character; we 
can't know who God loves, or who are hateful 
to him, by this Meaſure. It would not be juſt 
to conclude, that every Affliction is a deſigned 
Puniſhment for a particular Sin, or that the greateft 
Sufferers are the greateſt Sinners. This Hiſtory of 
Job is a ſtanding Proof of the contrary : for tho 
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his Troubles were peculiar, he himſelf was pro- 


nounced the Servant of God, a perfect and upright 
Man. Afflictions may be ſent upon many other 
Errands beſide Puniſhment, yea, they may not be 
ſent upon a per/onal Account to ſome that may bear 
a conſiderable Share of them; but yet it is certain, 
no Evil befals us, which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, we have 


not merited; nor is any Good beſtowed, but it is 


the effect of pure Bounty. God never ſtrikes a 
Creature but he rebukes a Sinner. Why then 
ſhould our Lips ever utter a perverſe thing towards 
God, or our Minds conceive it, when our own 
Hearts muſt in ſo many things condemn us? Our 
Merit is altogether on the ſide of Evil; and there- 
fore whatever are our Trials we have Cauſe, Oh 


that we had but an Heart, to bleſs God they are 


no greater; that they are ſo much leſs than our 
Iniquities deſerve! what hath a greater Aptitude to- 
wards our bearing our Trials in a becoming man- 
ner, than to conſider that the Evils ſent are our 
due, and the Good we enjoy beyond all Deſert, yea, 
that he who 1nflicts the Trouble hath an indiſ- 
putable Right of doing it, both from the Relation 
that he ſtands in to us, and our own Demerit. 

III. Conſider, whatever the Evil is which we 
receive from the Hand of God, we have much 
Good beſides. When a freſh Affliction fills the 
Eye with Tears, and ſeizes the Mind in any conſi- 
derable Degree, we cannot preſently diſcern the 
Bleſſings that ſurround us; whilſt at the ſame time, 
the Evils that are viewed under great Sorrow, 
appear much beyond their Proportion. But, who 
hath ever been under thoſe Circumſtances for 


Trouble, which might not have been greatly 


encreaſed, they themſelves being Judges? We 
have loſt ſome Bleſſings : allow them to have been 
truly valuable, ſuch it may be of which we have 
laid to ourſelves in reſpect of ſeveral Views, This 
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c fame ſhall comfort me.” | 
have we not many more remaining? Might not 


L 23 ] — 
But let us reflect, 


the Croſs have been ſtill much eavier;. and the 


Balance gone down much more on the fide of Evil? 


I know it is Language we are all too apt to fall 
into, That the one thing we have loſt and have 
e been deprived of was more to us than every 
<« thing beſides.” 
have Reaton to indulge our Griefs, till they have 
even buried all ſurviving Comtorts. 
ſo far from juſtifying {ſuch a Behaviour, that it 
is encreaſing our Folly and Crime. If God ſhowers 
down many Bleſſings on us, and we ſet our Hearts 
wholly upon one, overlooking and comparatively 
deſpiſing all the reſt, who may we thank for our 
Dejection and Diſconſolateneſs under the Loſs of 
that one? Againſt whom doth a Complaint lie? 
againſt God or ourſelves ? In this Caſe it is plain, 
the Evil that God ſends hath not ſtripped us, 
but 'tis our own unreaſonable Paſſion and Ima- 
gination hath done it. In the loweſt State of 


Life we have many Effects of the Divine Bounty, 
and few have had Reaſon to ſay, whatever God 


took from them, but he left them a moſt valuable 
Remainder. If, when we are under confiderable 


Trials then, we could but ſeriouſly take an Inver- 


tory of our ſpared Mercies, it would go far, not 


only to prevent Complaints againſt God, but to 


turn them into thank ful Acknowledgments; and 
whilſt we lament, we ſhall praiſe and love. 

IV. The Evils that come from the Divine 
Hand may prove ſome of our greateſt Bleſſings 
in their Conſequences, and therefore ſhould be 
received with a becoming Diſpoſition of Mind. 
We may in the general wiſh ourſelves well, but 
we often ſadly miſtake our own true Intereſt : we 
oftentimes think ourſelves undone by what is our 
higheſt Advantage, and often bleſs ourſelves in the 
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And hereupon we think we 
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Proſpect or Poſſeſſion of what directly haſtens our 
Ruin. The Reaſon of this is evident: Our 
« Standard is falſe; we make Senſe the Meaſure 
* of the Value and Importance of things.” This 
the wiſe Man hath aſſured us is not always a 


proper Standard as to what reſpects the Intereſt 


of the Body, much leſs of the Soul *. That 
which is profitable is a real Good, both in Reaſon 
and in Experience, tho' it be not pleaſant ; and 
that is the moſt profitable, and conſequently the 
greateſt Good, which is conducive to the Intereft 
of our nobleſt Part To promote this, it is 
certain our Troubles are greatly adapted. They 
are proper Remedies for the Diſeaſes of the Mind, 
and from their Sharpneſs tend more to a ſound 
and healthful State of Soul, than the Opiates of 
worldly Proſperity; yea they are often the only 
Cure for the Diſtempers of Mind, which were con- 
tracted by Proſperity — Tho? nothing is more na- 
tural to us than the Powers of Thought and Re- 
flection, yet many never would think and reflect 
to any Purpoſe but for their Troubles, and few 
think fo juſtly at any other time as when un- 
der them; becauſe at other times our Thought 
amounts not to Confideration, But Evils lead us 


to make a Stand and a ſolemn Pauſe in Life; they 


collect the Thoughts, and help to fix the Mind, 
preſenting at the ſame time thoſe Subjects chat 
really improve and better 1t. — They minifter 
greatly to the Tenderneſs of Conſcience, making 
way for the Divine Calls and Inſtructions to enter; 

they open the Ear and ſoften the Heart, whereby 


Truths and Facts make their proper Impreflions — 


They ſhew us whoſe, what, and where we are; 
of whom we hold our Bleſſings, and where our De- 


pendance is; whilſt Proſperity is very apt to fill 


Eccleſ. vii. 2, 3, 4. 


us with a vain Self. Sufficiency, which betrays us 
into a Behaviour as prejudicial to ourſelves, as cri- 
minal in the Eye of God. —— Long Indulgencies 


generally ſtrengthen the Paſſions, and promote a 


wantonneſs of Defire ; when for a conſiderable 
time we have had every thing that Reaſon could 
wiſh for, Fancy. makes its Demands, and, bound- 


leſs as it is, bat muſt be gratified too, or we 


| loſe the Comfort of what we have, and too often 


% 


the Poſſeſſion of ourſelves. When God's Hand is 
really upon us by Pain or Loſs, it teaches us Wiſ- 
dom; it ſhews us how Happy we were before, 
and conſequently the unreaſonableneſs of our Diſ- 
content: from hence we find it more eaſy to 
be contented afterwards, to keep our Deſires within 
the Bounds of Reaſon, and we come to eſteem 
it real Enjoyment to be out of Pain — Much 
of what we ſuſtain from the Evyils of this Life, 
flows. from an undue Eſtimate of a preſent Good, 

and an unreaſonable Fondneſs for it. Diſappoint- 
ments then ſhew us better what it is really worth, 


and what Degree of Affection is due to it; they 
convince us beyond all the Reaſoning in the World, 


that the Hopes of a Felicity on Earth is but an idle 
Dream; and by this Conviction how many ima- 
ginary Wants, vain Fears, and racking Deſires are 


at once revented and cured? yea, what is much 


more, they have a great Aptitude to ſend the 
Eye to a more enduring Subſtance, and to tranſlate 
the Hopes and Heart to a better World; and, as 


what is in cloſe Connection therewith, to rnd 


us more indifferent to this World, more fatisfied 


with the Term of Life that God ſhall allot, and 
more reconciled to the T houghts of Death, when 

God ſhall ſee fit. 
And as the Evils of Life are adapted to promote 
dur real Good, Is God * wen for this mo 
- = 


[ 26 ] 
It is in very Faithfulneſs to us, it is in Conſe- 
quence of his Love, in purſuance of his deſigning 
our Happineſs, that he ſends thoſe croſs Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence . It is to aſſure us of his 
Affection and Care of our better Part, that we 
are directed to eye him under Chaſtiſements as 
the Father of our Spirits F. It is their Accom- 
pliſhments and Improvements he is aiming at, 
N is their Life that he is cultivating and pro- 
moting, which conſiſts in the Prevalency of the 
Spirits Fruits and Graces, and theſe are thge 
Bloſſoms and Preſages of a perfect and everlaſt- 
ing Life. We are indeed too apt to ſay, That 
we could have born any thing, but this Loſs, 
or have ſuſtained any, but this Diſappointment; 
meaning by that, the preſent One. And from 
the Apprehenſion that it is the greateſt Evil that 
could have befel us, our Complaints and Sorrows 
are too apt to break their Bounds. But this is for 
want of conſidering, that that might be the very 
thing our Temper or our Paſſions required, in or- 
der to ſave us from a much worſe Evil: no- 
thing leſs, nothing beſides might probably have 
an{wered our. heavenly Father's Deſign of Good. 
Its true, we may, fruſtrate the Divine Intentions as 
to the Good deſigned us by the Evils that are 
ſent 3 with Ahab we may grow much worſe for 
the Divine Diſcipline ; but that no way leſſens 
the Kindneſs of God's Deſigns, nor the Wiſdom 
of the Means he makes uſe of to accompliſh them. 
Whatever Aſpect the Providence may have, the 
Intention is to correct what is Bad, and to promote 
what is Good in us; and tho we may not per- 
haps ſee why another or a leſs Trial might not 
have anſwered the ſame End, yet from the Aſſu- 
rance we have of the Divine Wiſdom, it is De- 
1 * Plalm cxix. 75, f Heb.ailg, 


cency 


cency and Duty to yield the Cauſe to God, and 
againſt all the Reaſonings of Fleſh and Blood 
to allow, that he underſtands much better than 
we do, what we need and what we can bear, 
and what particular Trouble or degree of Evil 
is neceſſary to promote his Deſign of Good. 
And now may we not with the higheſt Reaſon 
apply N in the Text to ourſelves, Shall 
we not in a becoming manner receive Evil at the 
Divine Hand ? Shall' we think much that our 
Father ſhould be our Phyſician ? that he who in 


many Inſtances hath indulged us, ſhould not alſo 


take the propereſt Methods to ſave us when in 
Danger, it may be, from thoſe Indulgencies ? 


Shall we complain that he doth not ſuit our 
tes, when he deſigns our Health, and when 


P 
he. cannot poſſibly be miſtaken in the Choice, 
or in the Application of Means? If we know 
any thing we muſt allow, © Ir is his Province 
& to preſcribe, it is our Place to truſt, to ſubmit, 
« and to improve.” 

The Providence that hath called us together 
at this time, muſt be acknowledged in itſelf a very 
trying Diſpenſation. The removal of fo defirable 
a Relative at her time of Life, whilſt an encreaſe 
of Years promiſed ſuch an encreaſe of Satisfaction 
and from a Situation too in which ſhe was juſt 
brought by Providence, that filled every Reflection 
with Gratitude, highly aggravates the Stroke, The 
higheſt Regards to the great Diſpoſer, the firmeſt 
Faith and the livelieſt Hopes thac Chriſtianity 1n- 
ſpires, forbid not the ſenfible Expreſſions of Pain 
under the Loſs of endearing Enjoyments. If we 
feel not the Evil, what Place is there for Patience 
and Submiſſion? and if we do feel it, Nature is 
allowed in ſome Meafure to take its Courſe for 
its own Relief, and as a Debt to love and merit. 
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But, whilſt this is allowed, there i is an Indulgence 
to Grief that is forbidden: there is a Calmneſs, 
Reſignation, and Thankfulneſs, under ſuch a Cir- 
cumſtance required for the Honour of God, as 
it is recommending of his Ways and his Con- 
ſolations to others, and alſo as an Evidence of the 
reality of our own F aith in the glorious Diſcoveries 
and Expectations which the Goſpel of Jeſus hath 
derived to us, and the reality of thoſe Graces 
from whence our Integrity and Acceptance with 
God reſults. And what can contribute more to 
ſuch a Behaviour amongſt you, who are now 
touched in fo ſenſible a Part, than the Lis 
Conſideration that the Evil you are lamentin 
from the. Hand of God, The ſame God hath 50 
moved her from Parents who at firſt gave her 
to them: The ſame God hath diſſolved the Rela- 
tion ſo lately commenced, who brought her into 
it: The ſame God who lately opened a Scene of 
Happineſs, hath thought fit to ſhut it up again. 
And is there not much to ſatisfy and calm the 
Mind, when we are ſure he is equally Wiſe, 
Righteous, and Good, under both Diſpenſations ? 
Shall not this Evil be taken in good Part, as 
well as the former Good, when they are equally 
the Appointment and Order of the ſame Provi- 
dence ? 
It is certain, the greater Bleſſing ſhe had been, 
and was likely to be, the heavier muſt be the 
Evil of her removal : but yet, doth not the very 
Conſideration of what ſhe was, which carries ſo 
much in it to afflict, yield much alſo to chear 
and revive? Let the Parents, let the Partner of 
her Cares and Joys, let the younger Relatives re- 
member, How much heavier her removal had 
been to them, had Death been an Evil to her/elf. 
Of how different a &#ind had your Grief been ; with 
how 


3 

how much more Reaſon had you bewailed her, 
had ſhe been 20 Loſs to you and to the World? 

I know not a more undeceiving Evidence of the 
Religion of the Heart, than the Religion of the 
Cloſet. In all the publick Acts of Religion I may 
be influenced by the Eye of the World; I may do 
them to be ſeen of Men. But what beſides a Re- 
gard to the God that ſeeth in Secret, and a pure 
Ambition of his Love and Approbation, ſhould 
induce me to retire from the World to converſe 


with him and my own Soul. Our deceaſed young 


Friend hath left conſiderable Evidence behind her 
of a ſecret Converſe and very ſolemn Tranſactions 
between God and herſelf; tho' its as plain, ſhe 
never intended it ſhould fall under any Eye, but 
God's and her own. But by what is happily, tho? 
unexpectedly come to view, ſhe hath teſtified, 


that ſhe ſupreamly ey'd and intereſted God in every 


Affair; that ſhe was much with her Father in Se- 
cret ; that the Center of her Dependance and Re- 
gards, of her Hopes and Happineſs, was above 
this World; and with this did her vile Behaviour 
bear a Conformity. From hence, amidſt the juſt 
Grief that this Providence may occaſion, there is 
this ſolid Alleviation and Refreſhment, That what 
« was a Loſs to Survivors, was a Gain to herſelf: 
«© That Death to her was only the removal of the 
<« Scene of Happineſs from this World to another, 


where it is of infinitely more Importance to be 
„ happy, than here.” Upon this chearing Hope, 
much Light breaks in upon the Mind. Then, 


the ſeparated Spirit is with the Lord: Then, the 
Body under all its Diſgrace is under his Care, and 
become ſo far his Charge as to be preſerved for a 


Future State of Union, when it ſhall be much 
fitter to accompany its Partner, the Soul, than 


whilſt it was ſtiled Fleſh and Blood, Soul and Body 
DO 1 are 
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are indeed ſeparated, but it is in order to be 


improved, to meet upon infinitely better Terms, 
with better Diſpoſitions and Qualities, and in a 


better World. —— The greateſt Good that God 


ean beſtow upon us at preſent, is what improves 
and enobles our Minds, what betters our Tempers 
and Hearts, moderates our Paſſions, and diſpoſes 


the Soul for the Divine Love and Felicity. If this 


then be moſt deſirable, thoſe Circumſtances ſhould 
be eſteemed the moſt advantageous, that contri- 
bute moſt eminently to theſe Etfects : nay, 'and 
conſidering God's Readineſs with his Aids and In- 


fluences from the Aſſurances he hath given us, it is 


our own Fault if we have not great Reaſon to ſay 
in this higheſt Senſe, It was good for me that 1 was 
afflicted. 

This Providence and this 1 too, 1 
humbly think, may be of ufe to all of us. As to 
many, probably God is ſhining upon our Per- 
ſons, and round about our Tabernacles: he may 
ſeem to have made an Hedge about us, about our 
Houſe, and about all that we have on every ſide. 
But let us not ſay, no not in our Hearts, That we 
< ſhall never be moved ;? let us not by Inſolence, 
Vanity, or Diſregard of God, act as if we thought 
fo: for, whatever we imagine, it is by his Favour 
our Mountain ſtands ſtrong *. The pureſt Enjoy- 
ment of preſent Good, and the beſt Preparation 
For future Evil, is under 'the-habitual Perſuaſion of 
our Obligations to and Dependance on Provi- 
dence; : that our Comforts: are the Divine Gift, 
and that our times are in the Divine Hands. What- 
ever are our Trials, let nothing diminiſh our 
Thoughts of God, nor lead us to charge him 
Fooliſhly; for if our Thoughts of him become 
unamiable or diſhonourable, we deſtroy the very 
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under the ſoreſt Trials from his Hand. 
Religion inſpires with the trueſt Fortitude as its 
natural Effect, and puts us into the way of the 


311 
Foundations of our Hope, we cut the only Branch 


we have to ſtand upon in a Day of Evil, and 
ſubject ourſclves to all the Tyranny of Paſſion 


and Deſpair. On the contrary, ſince we are in 
a State of Uncertainty and Change, of Suffering 


and Trial, let us expect them, and by converſing 


frequently with the Reaſons of our taking them in 
good Part from God, render thoſe Reaſons fixed 
Principles; let the ends of our Worſhip and Re- 
gards of the great Governor and Diſpoſer, be the 
attaining an Ability of Suffering as Chriſtians 
ought to do, and of acquitting ourſ-lves well 
True 


Divine Supports as its preſent Recompence. Fi- 
nally, May we thro' the Divine Help ſo receive 
the evil and the good Things too of the preſent 
Life, as to improve them, and to improve in the 
Love of God by them. Then, however mixed 
this State may be, we may be now intereſted in 
that Providence which can meaſure our Trials to 


our Strength, ſupply us with Strength equal to 


our Trials, and make every thing to work to- 
gether for our Good; and at length may triumph 
in an Inheritance that is unmixed, where Plea- 
{ures ſhall flow without Interruption, and we ſhall 
be fixed beyond the reach or the fear of Evil. 
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